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Nathalie Perakis-Valat

After moving around the world, from Europe to the US to Asia, Shanghai was a revelation to me. This city has
changed my life.

| spend hours wolkin%Qround with my camera, capturing places, faces and situations that deeply move me. | try
to understand the Chinese'’s lives and culture. They are undergoimg such dramatic changes.

Sometimes | manage to chat with the people; | then feel so fulfilled to have been able to share a few moments
of their lives. Sometimes | just snap a shoot and run.

To me, Shanghai is a place full of real people living in an unreal environment.

Real people.. young and old, rich and poor, spoiled and strug%ing, innocent and full of wisdom, Shanghainese
and those from different provinces, all these people are the REAL individuals | confront.

Their environment seems so unreal. Symbol of a successful China, Shanghai is a combination of modernity and
tradition, of authenticity and kitsch, of fantastic wealth and extreme misery, perpetually changing at a frantic
pace. Places vanish, others appear, are we dreaming?

The digital image helps me emphasize this vision. Thanks to collage and colour enhancement the surredlistic
becomes more obvious. When looking at my pictures, people should be wondering what is real and what isn't..

When the process begins, through the lens of my camera, | am a spectator. Then on my computer, | become a
composer. Finally, | sign discreetly, by appearing as part of this unreal world.

If people feel tenderness, humour and amazement in my works, my photos will have accomplished their
mMission.



Apres avoir arpente le monde, de I'Europe a I'Asie en passant par 'Amérique, Shanghai fut une revélation pour
moi. Cette ville a changé ma vie.

J'arpente les rues pendant des heures avec mon appareil photo, capturant des endroits, des visoﬁes, des
situations qui m'émeuvent profondément. J'essaie de comprendre la vie et la culture des chinois. lIs traversent
de tels bouleversements.

Parfois je réussis a bavarder avec les habitants ; je me sens alors comblee d'avoir pu partager quelgues
instants de leurs vies. Parfois, je mitraille et pars en courant.

Pour moi, Shanghai rassemble des gens bien reels dans un univers irréel.

Des gens réels.. jeunes ou vieux, riches ou pauvres, trop gdtes ou tres déemunis, innocents ou pleins de
sagesses, Shanghaiens ou venant d'autres provinces,... tous ces habitants sont bien REELS.

Leur environnement parait si IRREEL. Vitrine de la reussite chinoise, Shanghai est un mélange de modernité et
de tradition, d'authenticité et de kitsch absolu, d'extréme richesse et de grande pauvrete,.. qui change sans
cesse a un rythme effréené. Des lieux s'évanouissent, d'autres apparaissent, sommes-nous dans un réve ?

Le travail digital me permet d'accentuer cette vision. Grace au collage et a la colorisation, cette irréalité parait
plus évidente. Devant mes photos, on devrait se demander ce qui est réel et ce qui ne I'est pas..

A travers |'objectif de mon appareil photo je commence ma déemarche en tant que spectateur. Puis, sur mon
ordinateur, je deviens compositeur. Enfin, je signe mes photos en apparaissant discretement dans ce monde
irreel.

Sile spectateur ressent affection, humour et émerveillement dans mes photos, elles auront rempli leur mission.
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New Heights and the Stars




Who are you looking at ?



Make every day a happy day
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Do you want a haircut ?



Behind the gate



Their precious lane
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Together, a strong and bright future
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Some days, life is hard
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In the mood ? Not in the mood ?



Precious Baby
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What is Zidane doing here ?



Dear neighbors
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Shanghai Cowboys
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Do you want a professional haircut ?
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Earth and Sunflowers

Heaven



The cute couple



The Parade



How fast can you build ?



Some day my prince will come..
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Do you want a haircut ? 2
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The kings of the castle
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You really think we're so cute ?



Where exactly are you from 7?
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Let's pump it up !



The cool guy



Foot oil massage - just daydreaming



The little cigarette boy



The little cigarette girl



CONTACT :

Nathalie Perakis-Valat
Tel: + 33609542904

Email : perakisvalat@hotmail.com / nathalie@perakisvalat.com
Website : www.nathalieperakisvalat.com
Facebook : www.facebook.com/NathaliePerakisValatArt
Instagram : nathalieperakisvalat




